


Exhibit A 
 

Nature of Request: 

 

The applicant is requesting an administrative alternate to the transparency requirements for the 

south-facing and west-facing elevations a general building on property zoned CX-3.  Although 

windows will be provided that meet the minimum 33% standard, the windows do not meet the 

80% transparency/15% external reflectance standard of UDO section 1.5.9.B.4. or the minimum 

distance of 4-feet maintained free of building materials, shelving or other impediments as required 

by the definition of “transparency” in UDO section 12.2. 

 

An administrative site review application is under review by the City, with case number SR-11-

18, which proposes a Sheetz convenience store with gas sales.  The site plan is attached, which 

shows the orientation of the building.  Also, the building elevations are attached. 

 

Responses to Administrative Alternate Findings: 
 

1. The approved alternate meets the intent of the transparency requirements. 

 

Response:  The intent of the transparency requirements is to (i) lend visual interest to street-facing 

building facades for both pedestrians and building occupants, and (ii) minimize blank wall areas.  

First, it is important to note that the two street-facing elevations are located approximately 40-feet 

from the sidewalk along Wakefield Pines Drive and over 90-feet from the sidewalk along Falls of 

Neuse Road.  Also, a C2 street protective yard and additional landscaping must be planted between 

the sidewalks and the street-facing building sides.  Third, most of the street-facing elevations are 

vertically separated from the nearby sidewalks due to severe grade changes around the site.  

Finally, the portions of the inside of the building along these building sides are back-of-house uses, 

such as kitchen, work room, utility room,  and other areas that by their nature cannot have windows 

along the exterior of the building. 

 

Instead of providing windows that meet the definition of “transparency”, the applicant is providing 

translucent windows in an amount that meets the 33% transparency requirement on the western 

façade facing Wakefield Pines Drive. On the southern façade facing New Falls of Neuse, the 

applicant is proposing transparent windows that penetrate the building wall in an amount that 

meets the 33% UDO transparency ratio. Also, the applicant is providing an outdoor seating area 

along the south-facing building side, which provides visual interest to the public.  Additionally, 

each street-facing elevation minimizes the blank wall area and provides changes in building 

materials, all of which provide visual interest and minimize the blank wall area. 

 

 

  



2. The approved alternate conforms with the Comprehensive Plan and adopted City plans. 

 

Response:  The Comprehensive Plan and other City-adopted plans do not provide any direct, 

specific guidance with regard to this property.  The alternate request is consistent with the 

following general Comprehensive Plan policies: Policy UD 1.3, Policy UD 4.7, and UDG #8.    

 

3. The street-facing building façade utilizes other architectural treatments to create visual interest 

to offset the reduction in transparency. 

 

Response:  As noted above, each street-facing elevation provides: (i) translucent and/or transparent 

windows in an amount that meets the 33% transparency standard, (ii) a change of building 

materials and material color, and (iii) a change in roof line.  Also, the south-facing elevation 

provides an outdoor seating area, building entrance with awning, and signage.  All of these 

architectural treatments and building elements create visual interest to offset the reduction in 

transparency. 
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LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS & CALCULATIONS
City of Raleigh UDO

AREA TO BE LANDSCAPED CODE REQUIREMENT STREET SQUARE FEET/
LINEAR FEET TOTAL QUANTITY REQUIRED TOTAL QUANTITY PROVIDED CODE SECTION

1 CANOPY TREE SPACED 40' O.C. WAKEFIELD PINES DRIVE 476' (476 / 40) = 12 CANOPY TREES 12 CANOPY TREES PROVIDED 8.5.2.B

1 CANOPY TREE SPACED 40' O.C. FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD 530' (530 / 40) = 14 CANOPY TREES 14 CANOPY TREES PROVIDED 8.5.2.B

15 SHRUBS PER 100 LF
4 SHADE TREES PER 100 LF

MINIMUM AVERAGE WIDTH OF 15'
(SHRUB HEIGHT AT INSTALLATION 5 MINIMUM )

WAKEFIELD PINES DRIVE 476' (476 / 100) * 4 = 19 TREES
(476 / 100) * 15 = 72 SHRUBS

19 TREES PROVIDED
72 SHRUBS PROVIDED

-

15 SHRUBS PER 100 LF
4 SHADE TREES PER 100 LF

MINIMUM AVERAGE WIDTH OF 15'
(SHRUB HEIGHT AT INSTALLATION 5 MINIMUM )

FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD 450' (450 / 100) * 4 = 18 TREES
(450 / 100) * 15 = 68 SHRUBS
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68 SHRUBS PROVIDED

-
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4 SHADE TREES PER 100 LF

MINIMUM AVERAGE WIDTH OF 15'
(SHRUB HEIGHT AT INSTALLATION 5 MINIMUM )
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CANOPY BEYOND
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ALUMINUM STOREFRONT / 
ENTRANCE SYSTEM EXTERIOR LIGHT 
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18' - 6"11' - 4"14' - 8"2' - 8"14' - 8"2' - 8"9' - 6"1' - 8"12' - 4"

PROPANE EXCHANGE
W/ BOLLARDS6' - 0"6' - 0"6' - 0"6' - 0"12' - 1"

FRONT ELEVATION (EAST: FACING GAS AWNING)

TRANSPARENCY CALCULATIONS: 
(BEYOND SCOPE OF UDO REQUIREMENTS)

ELEVATION AREA:
1408 SF (88' L x 16' H - TOP OF WALL PLATE)

REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY: 
464.64 SF 33% OF ELEVATION AREA
232.32 SF 50% OF REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY

TO BE BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE
PROVIDED: 
416.04 SF OPENINGS

[(5) x (6' x 8')] + (12' x 14.67')
120 SF OPENINGS BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE

BLANK WALL CALCULATIONS:
30.00 LF MAXIMUM ALLOWED DISTANCE
29.83 LF LONGEST BLANK WALL SEGMENT

BRICK SOLDER COURSE / 
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OUTDOOR SEATING
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LEFT ELEVATION  (SOUTH: FACING NEW FALLS OF NEUSE ROAD)

TRANSPARENCY CALCULATIONS:

ELEVATION AREA:
901.28 SF (56.33' L x 16' H - TOP OF WALL PLATE)

REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY:
297.42 SF 33%  OF ELEVATION AREA
148.71 SF 50% OF REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY

BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE

PROVIDED:
397.46 SF OPENINGS 

[(2) x (6' x 10.67')] + (12' x 14.67') + (6.67' x 14')
149.37 SF OPENINGS BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE
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MASONRY SCREEN WALL
STORAGE TANK 
ENCLOSURE WITH GATE

1
4

' 
- 

0
"

EXTERIOR LIGHT 
FIXTURE, TYP.

13' - 4"

1
9

' 
- 

0
" 

T
/C

O
P

IN
G

1
7

' 
- 

8
" 

T
/C

O
P

IN
G

ALUMINUM RAILING, TYP.

OUTDOOR SEATING

WAKEFIELD NEW STORE CONCEPT - EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS APRIL 2018

FRONT ELEVATION (EAST)

LEFT ELEVATION (SOUTH)



01 FIRST FLOOR
0' - 0"

HP Cupola
24' - 7"

SCUPPER AND
DOWNSPOUT, TYP.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE -
EQUIPMENT AREA

BRICK AND STONE
PILASTER, TYP.

BRICK VENEER

STONE VENEER

STONE SILL

ROOFTOP EQUIPMENT 
SCREEN BEYOND

MASONRY SCREEN WALL
GREASE RECYCLING
STORAGE TANK ENCLOSURE

CANOPY BEYOND

PREFINISHED METAL 
COPING, TYP.

87' - 8"

CANOPY BEYOND

1
9

' 
- 

0
" 

T
/C

O
P

IN
G

1
9

' 
- 

0
" 

T
/C

O
P

IN
G

REAR ELEVATION (WEST: FACING WAKEFIELD PINES DRIVE)

TRANSPARENCY CALCULATIONS:

ELEVATION AREA:
1402.72 SF (87.67' L x 16' H - TOP OF WALL PLATE)

REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY:
462.90 SF 33% OF ELEVATION AREA
231.45 SF 50% OF REQUIRED TRANSPARENCY

TO BE BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE

PROVIDED: 
464.04 SF OPENINGS

[(7)* x (6' x 8')] + [(2)* x (6' x 10.67')
252.18 SF OPENINGS BETWEEN 3 & 8' ABV FIN GRADE
*  OPENINGS TRANSLUCENT TO SCREEN EQUIPMENT
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SIGN CABINET DETAILS
TOTAL SIGN AREAS: 73.23 SQ. FT.
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MONUMENT SIGN FRONT ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/2"=1'-0" total sign area: 73.23 SQ. FT.
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BRICK VENEER TO MATCH STORE

MONUMENT SIGN SIDE ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/2"=1'-0"
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

LANDSCAPING, SEE SITE DRAWINGS FOR
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tanastas
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tanastas
Text Box
Illuminated Translucent Windows Per Feedback from Courtesy Administrative Alternate Hearing

tanastas
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Text Box
Sample Electrical Box Painted Bronze per Per Feedback from Courtesy Administrative Alternate Hearing


